CLERGY:
V. Rev. Canon Fitzgerald P.P., V.F. Phone: 025-84090.
V. Rev. Canon O’Leary P.E., C.C. Phone: 025-84088.
Rev. Fr. Burke C.C. Phone: 025-84077.
Parish Office — Patricia Dwane: Phone: 025-84062.0pen 9gam-
12pm
Fr. Burkeis on Sick Call this week;
Phone Number: 087 — 2524979
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eHoly Hour for the protection of life: This Sunday 2.30pm — 3.30pm
including the Stations of the Cross, in the Parish Church.

e Bank Holiday: Monday is a Bank Holiday, Mass at 11.00am only.

e Next Sunday is Palm Sunday: Palms will be blessed at all Masses.

e Two Hearts Retreat: In the Firgrove Hotel, next Saturday and Sunday,
led by Fr. Bing. All welcome.

eHOLY WEEK: The Programme for Holy Week will be delivered to all

homes in the Parish in the coming week. We would really appreciate the
help of the distributers, they will be ready for collection from the Parish
Office from Wednesday. Keep in your diary the Penitential Service on
Monday week, March 26™.

oCHRISM MASS IN COBH: In the Cathedral on Wednesday Evening,
March 28™ at 7.30pm. A bus will leave the Square in Mitchelstown at
6.00pm. Names to be given in Parish Office.

Church of Our Lady Conceived Without Sin, Mitchelstown:
MASS TIMES: Saturday & Eve of Holy Day: 7.30pm
Sunday & Holy Day: 8.30am, 11.30am & 7.30pm.
Weekdays: 8.30am & 10.00am
EIRST FRIDAYS: 8.30am, 10.00am & 7.30pm.
Bank Holidays: 1lam
MORNING PRAYER: Monday — Friday: 8.00am
ROSARY: Monday — Saturday: 9.45am
CONFESSIONS: Saturday: 12.00-1.00pm & 7.00-7.30pm
Eve of First Fridays & Eve of Holy Days: 12.00-1.00pm & 7.00-7.30pm
We encourage families to practice monthly Confession
EUCHARISTIC HEALING HOUR:Thursday evening at 8.00pm — 9.00pm
with reflections on Holy Week and Eucharistic Healing Blessing.
DIVINE MERCY PRAYERS:  Friday at 3.00pm. All welcome.
Church of the Holy Family, Ballygiblin
MASS TIMES: Sunday & Holy Day: 9.30am. First Friday: 7.30pm.
CONFEESSIONS: First Friday: 7.00pm.
St. Joseph’s Church, Killacluig
MASS TIMES: Sunday & Holy Day:10.30am. First Friday: 6.30pm.
CONFESSIONS: First Friday:6.00pm.

ABORTION AND THE PRINCIPLE OF DOUBLE EFFECT:

In pro-abortion rhetoric of recent times, there has been an attempt to hide
the reality that Ireland is currently one of the safest places in the world for pregnant
women. It has falsely asserted that the Eight Amendment to the Constitution puts
pregnant women in danger on a daily basis and that should a pregnant woman
become fatally ill, the life of the unborn child would be placed above hers, when it
came to selecting a medical treatment. This is not true. While it is true that an
abortion (the direct and intentional killing of a child in the womb) may not be carried
out as though it were a medical treatment, there is a long-standing principle that
would allow actual medical treatments to be given to the mother even though they
may also lead to the death of her baby as an unintended consequence. This is called
the Principle of Double Effect, and has long been enshrined in both medical ethics,
as well as Catholic moral teaching.

The meaning of this principle is very simple. Whenever any action is
carried out it may have multiple effects, some good and some bad i.e. it can have
double effects. As long as the intended outcome is itself a good one, then the other
bad effect may be tolerated, because, tragic as they may be, they are not actually
intended. In the case where a pregnant woman is fatally ill and the only medicine /
treatment that can cure her is one that will, at the same time, unintentionally cause
the death of her child, then that treatment may be chosen and administered. Our laws
as they stand allow this and, as Catholics, we do not consider it sinful or wrong for it
to be done. In the case of abortion, however, the direct intention of the procedure
itself is the death of the child, not the treatment of the illness endangering the
mother. Even though the death of the child might somehow bring about
circumstances in which the mother might recover, it can never be permitted, because
it involves the direct and intentional Killing of another human being, which is always
end everywhere wrong. Pregnancy is not an illness or a disease and genuine medical
treatment can never involve the taking of life.

The case of a fatally ill pregnant woman is one often cited by pro-abortion
activists. However, it is telling that the only case they ever refer to, that of the late
Savita Halappanavar is one that in no way supports their argument, although they
have worked hard to convince us otherwise. The official inquiry conducted after her
death concluded that an abortion would have done nothing to avert her death, which
was caused by sepsis of the blood, with some doctors stating that it would have
actually hastened it. The Savita case, with its facts distorted, is the only one they
refer to because there are no real cases to support their claim. Ireland is a safe place
for pregnant mothers and their unborn babies. Meanwhile, there is silence fromthese
same groups regarding the cases of various women who have died following
abortions at established and regulated clinics in the UK.

Continued over the page P.T.O.—
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Mitchelstown Community Pre-school are holding a Table Quiz in Tod’s Bar on
Friday 23" March at 9.00pm. €40 per table. Come along for a great night’s
entertainment. Your support would be greatly appreciated.
** **

CBS Primary Fashion Show! Catwalk is ready for CBS Primary Parents' Council
Fashion Show 2018. Firgrove Hotel - At 8pm - Thursday, 22" March.

Tickets priced @ €15.00 available from Centra, Hyland's Bookshop, CBS Primary and at
the door on the night. The following will display their Spring / Summer Collections - L'ill
Boutique, Mr. Mister, Tesco, Suman, 2 Shoes, Suzsa, Ger Hennessy Hats, Dolls House,
Wardrobe Boutique, Diva Accessories and Style Lounge Shoes. Also numerous stands,
spot prizes, prizes for best dressed etc. etc. Come along and enjoy a great night at the
longest running Fashion Show in its 32" year!

*%.

**

Polio Survivors lreland, which is the new name for the Post-Polio Support Group,
would like to let you know about our plan for our new National Polio Register. People
who had polio are asked to sign up to the new National Polio Register. While it is
estimated that as many as 7,000 people who had polio live in Ireland, many are not in
touch with the charity Polio Survivors Ireland, making it difficult to lobby for improved
services and support for those living with the impact of polio. The Register is being
launched in Cork this March, we are asking parishioners to help promote and support the
Polio Register and also relay this information to polio survivors and their families. Please
contact me if you need more information or materials, Contact Niamh 01 889 8920

or mvro@ppsg.ieOur website is www.polio.ie.
*%*

**

Thank you from Mitchelstown Pioneer Total Abstinence Association: The above
Association would like to thank the following people and management, for allowing us to
collect outside their premises, on the occasion of our Flag Day Fundraiser held last
Saturday, March 10™: Aldi Stores (Ireland Ltd), Mitchelstown Credit Union Ltd., Farrell’s
Centra, Roche’s Spar, and Farrell’s Supervalu. Thanks also to our many collectors,
subscribers and all those who helped in any way. “Go Raibh Mile Maith Agaibh Go
Léir”.

P.T.A.A. Private Members Draw Results Wednesday, 21* February:
1% Prize:€1000 M. Brady, Navan, Co. Meath.
2" Prize:€400 M. McElwaine, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.
3" Prize:€200  Mid-Leinster Region, c/o L. Ryan.
4" pPrize:€100 M. Kelly, Trillick, Co. Tyrone.
Six Promoters Prizes of €40 each; e B. Browne, Co. Donegal. eM. Byrne, Co. Louth. e A.
Hyland, Co. Mayo. @M. Livingstone, Co. Tyrone. ® S, O’Kane, Co. Tyrone. ®S.
Kennedy, Co. Kilkenny The next draw will be held on Wednesday 21* March 2018.
Local promoter John (087) 6477897.

**

**

Family Lenten Retreat: You are invited to attend a spiritual enriching and Healing
Retreat lead by Fr. Edgardo Arellano (Fr. Bing) of the Alliance of the Two Hearts, on
March 24™ and 25™ in the Firgrove Hotel, Mitchelstown. All are Welcome.
Registration at 9.00am followed by first talk at 10.00am. For further information: Jim
087 2446534, Chris 087 1332079 or 021 4667152, Carmel 021 4866075, Etta 086
813406, Dolores 086 832472

ABORTION AND THE PRINCIPLE OF DOUBLE EFFECT:continued from
front cover. They are an uncomfortable reality for them. Our record in Ireland for treating
pregnant women whose lives are in danger speaks for itself. The Eighth Amendment
means our medical experts work hard to make sure it stays that way and the Principle of
Double Effect means that medical treatments may be given to save a woman’s life even if
her baby may be lost as an unintended consequence. Save women. Save unborn children.
Love them both and save the Eighth.
** *x
COFFEE MORNING in aid of Mitchelstown Cope Residence: Thursday, 22" March
in Forrest Hall, New Square, from 10am to 1pm. Hamper Raffle and Nice Bric a Brac
Sales. Your support would be greatly appreciated.
**

*x

MONTHLY FAMILY MASS: The next Family Mass will be on Sunday, 25""March
in the Parish Church, Mitchelstown. We encourage children and parents to taketo part in
the Mass including those receiving Sacraments next year. Please contact Catherine 087
7727496 if you would like to be involved.
** **
Mitchelstown Heritage Society invites the public to explore the myths, mysteries and
romance of County Cork's Castles. Eamonn Cotter, Archaeologist and author will be
giving a talk; The Castles of County Cork, next Thursday, 22" March @ 8pm in the
Mitchelstown Town Hall. Based on his research for the recent publication by Cork
County Council, copies will be available for purchase on the night. This lecture is open to
the public, all interested persons are encouraged to attend. Refreshments will be served
after this talk. A small cover charge applies to our talks, €5 for Society members, €7 for
the general public.
*% *x
SPRING STATIONS 2018:
We encourage you all to participate in the Station Masses.
Town & Country Stations:  7.30 p.m.  Unless otherwise stated.

Fri. 23" Ballinabrook & Ardglare James & Mary O’Donoghue
PARISH CHURCH
Fri. 23" Glenahulla & Cloughleafin Denis & Noreen Young
Fri. 23" Ballybeg, Turbeigh, Ballybeg Road & Glenatluckey 8.00pm
Tony & Noelle Mullins

** *x

NEWLY BAPTISED:
We welcome into our Catholic Community, through the Sacrament of Baptism:

Corey White, Connie O’Donoghue, Deanna McGrath-Hogan

RECENTLY DECEASED:The sympathy of the Parish Community is extended to
the family and friends of
Dan Hartnett, Brigown
Who died recently.

May He Rest In Peace



mailto:mvro@ppsg.ie
http://www.polio.ie/

